
Province of St. Joseph of the Capuchin Order

Our Mission

Inspired by the gospel of Jesus and the example of 

Francis of Assisi, the Capuchin friars of the Province 

of Saint Joseph, together with our partners in ministry, 

prayerfully build sister-brotherhood in the world. We 

attend simply and directly to the spiritual and other 

basic human needs, especially those of the poor and 

disenfranchised, promoting justice for all.
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Joyous Missionaries 
´7KH�MR\�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�ÀOOV�
the hearts and lives of all who 
encounter Jesus. With Christ, joy 
is constantly born anew.” 

With these words our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis begins his letter to 
the whole Church.  He reminds us 
WKDW�WKH�ÀUH�RI�WKH�6SLULW�ÀOOV�WKH�
whole Church and all of us are 
called to spread the Gospel of Christ, realizing that we 
DUH�DOO�LQÀQLWHO\�ORYHG�E\�*RG��

Our Capuchin brothers recently met for a week-long 
UHWUHDW��:H�SUD\HG�DQG�UHÁHFWHG�WRJHWKHU�DERXW�ZKDW�
it means to be a Capuchin. The words of the Pope 
echoed in the words of the brothers as we shared 
with one another and learned about our Capuchin 
&RQVWLWXWLRQV��6W�)UDQFLV�KDV�FDOOHG�XV�WR�EH�EURWKHUV�
WR�DOO��WR�VHH�WKH�LQÀQLWH�ZRUWK�RI�HDFK�SHUVRQ��WR�
view people as brothers and sisters who join us in 
celebrating the love of God. This love and joyful 

message urges us to go beyond our comfort zones and 
live the message every day. 

This new approach initiated by the Pope for the whole 
Church is also the vision for our Capuchin Province. 
In all our ministries we are called to be missionaries 
of God’s love, reaching all people, especially the 
“Little Ones of God,” the forgotten ones, the poor and 
needy. That’s where we Capuchins want to be. That’s 
ZK\�ZH�KDYH�RXU�&DSXFKLQ�6RXS�.LWFKHQ�LQ�'HWURLW�
serving needy and hungry people. That’s why we send 
missionaries to places like Panama, the Cheyenne 
and Crow Indian Reservations in Montana. It’s why 
we walk with the undocumented people in our central 
cities. Let us never forget that all of us, all followers of 
Christ, are called to be joyous missionaries wherever 
ZH�ÀQG�RXUVHOYHV��

God bless you.
.

Brother Michael Sullivan

Provincial Minister

Capuchin Province of St. Joseph

www.TheCapuchins.org
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Father Chico, 
A Lifetime of Service

&DSXFKLQ�)ULDU�&KLFR�)DU\�KDV�VSHQW�IRUW\�ÀYH�\HDUV�
in Nicaragua, serving on both coasts.  

On the Atlantic coast, there are few roads, few busi-
nesses, and many, many who are poor. He has traveled 
to the people by horseback, by river, and by foot. In 
a year’s time, he travels to more than 100 chapels, at 
best two times a year.  

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
Architect Grad Students to Examine 
Capuchin Life
8:0�SURIHVVRUV�DQG�DUFKLWHFWV��6HEDVWLDQ�6FKPDO-
ing and Brian Johnsen, are teaching a graduate level 
course that will focus on the design of a monastery 
for Capuchin Franciscan friars in Milwaukee’s central 
city.   Although no actual monastery will be built, 
the students are being asked to design a complex that 
will occupy an entire city block and include hous-
ing for friars, a chapel and cloister, a small library, a 
community area, a large soup kitchen, a community 
clinic, an extensive vegetable garden, and a small 
cemetery for deceased brothers.   

3URIHVVRU�6FKPDOLQJ�H[SODLQV�WKDW�WKH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�
course, “Restraining Order,” refers to the simplic-
ity of the life of a Capuchin friar – a life dedicated 
to serving those in need: the poor, the sick, and the 
socially marginalized. “It is the Capuchin ethos of 
simplicity and restraint that will guide our semester-
ORQJ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�µ�3URIHVVRU�6FKPDOLQJ�H[SODLQV��
´6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�EH�FKDOOHQJHG�WR�GHYHORS�PHDQLQJIXO��
environmentally sustainable architectural strategies 

that support the Capuchin charism of community, 
contemplation, and prayer.” 

The Capuchin monastery course will be conducted 
in collaboration with the Jade University of Applied 
6FLHQFHV�LQ�2OGHQEXUJ��*HUPDQ\�ZKHUH�D�SDUDO-
lel course will investigate the same program, site, 
and technological theme.  The goal is to foster the 
vibrant exchange of cross-cultural ideas, here and 
abroad.  Capuchin Friar Mark Joseph Costello is 
serving as a consultant and will be speaking with 
the students periodically throughout the semester.

2Q�WKH�3DFLÀF�FRDVW��KH�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�VSLULWXDO�GLUHFWRU�
for the seminarians. The 145 seminarians are typical-
ly between the ages of 22-23 and are readying their 
lives for God.  

“Nicaragua is very religious,” Father Chico explains. 
“There is a lot of devotion to Mary in a way that you 
cannot imagine. It’s part of the culture.” 

“It’s the parish lay leaders who keep the church 
vibrant in Nicaragua. They prepare the parishioners 
IRU�PDUULDJH��EDSWLVP��DQG�FRQÀUPDWLRQ��7KH\�DUH�WKH�
heartbeat of the church.” 

“I am enjoying the most wonderful experience,” 
Father Chico concludes. “I am meeting souls. I am 
walking the journeys of many. I am honored to have 
VHUYHG�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�PLVVLRQ�ÀHOG�DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�
just starting their spiritual adventure. I am a most 
fortunate man.” 
www.TheCapuchins.org/ministries/missions
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The New Normal: 
Capuchin Vocations
 
7KH�&DSXFKLQV�DUH�UHDSLQJ�WKH�EHQHÀWV�RI�D�
renaissance of vocations. This fall, we received 
six new postulants, sent three onto novitiate, 
ZHOFRPHG�IRXU�DV�WKH\�SURIHVVHG�WKHLU�ÀUVW�YRZV�
as Capuchins, and celebrated two who professed 
perpetual vows for the rest of their lives. Next 
May, we look forward to two being ordained dea-
cons, and then as priests the following year. 
 
This is the new normal for the Capuchin Province 
RI�6W��-RVHSK�YRFDWLRQV��,Q������ZH�KDG�RQO\�
two men at all levels of formation. Today, we 
have twenty-one. We have had eleven consecu-
tive years with new postulants. In the previous 
WZHQW\�ÀYH�\HDUV��ZH�QHYHU�KDG�QHZ�SRVWXODQWV�
for more than four consecutive years. 
 
The difference? A vocation culture that involves 
all of us encouraging young people to consider a 
church vocation and supporting those who take 
the leap. Thanks to you for sharing in the voca-
WLRQ�PLQLVWU\�RI�WKH�&DSXFKLQ�3URYLQFH�RI�6W��
-RVHSK���www.capuchinfranciscans.org

Cap Corps: Transforming the World for 20 Years    

Cap Corps is our Franciscan Capuchin volunteer 
ministry, geared to college age students and gradu-
DWHV�ZKR�ZLVK�WR�HPXODWH�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�6W��)UDQFLV�
of Assisi. The ministry marks its 20th year of serv-
ing the poor and disenfranchised.  In those 20 years,   

nearly 200 volunteers have served, representing 
URXJKO\�����\HDUV�RI�VHUYLFH��7KLV�\HDU·V�&DS�&RUSV�
YROXQWHHUV�DUH�SURYLGLQJ�VHUYLFH�LQ�'HWURLW��&KLFDJR��
Milwaukee, Montana, Peru and Nicaragua.  
www.CapCorps.org

Final Vows

(L to R)  

Capuchin Friars 

M J Groark, 

Michael Sullivan, 

Provincial,  

Vito Martinez

First Vows
(L to R) 

Capuchin Friars 

Joshua Minden, 

Troung Dinh,  

Michael 

Sullivan, Provin-

cial, Fernando 

Inituez, Joseph 

Taylor

Postulants
(L-R) Vince Thomas,

Akram Esho, Hahm

Gahng);Back row 

(L-R): Clint Evrard, 

Matthew Tiritilli and 

Chris Rog

&DS�&RUSV·���WK�ELUWKGD\�SDUW\�ZDV�DWWHQGHG�E\�RXU�QHZ�YROXQWHHUV��LQ�EURZQ��W�VKLUWV���IULDUV�DQG�RYHU�ÀIWHHQ�DOXPQL�SOXV�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV
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Capuchin Soup Kitchen’s On the Rise 
Bakery Café Opens 

Meet Our New Provincial Council 
Over 140 friars attended the four-day chapter, held 
every three years, to elect the Provincial Council, 
their governing body, and to discuss theological and 
social/justice issues. 

On the Rise 
Bakery, a pro-
JUDP�RI�'HWURLW·V�
&DSXFKLQ�6RXS�
.LWFKHQ��UHFHQWO\�
celebrated the 
grand opening of 

its new café. The 1900 square foot facility show-
cases the bakery’s delicious breads, cookies, sweet 
rolls, pies, and cinnamon rolls. The facility has café 
seating for 25-30, encouraging patrons to enjoy a 
sandwich or bakery treat while sipping a delicious 
cup of tea or Fair Trade coffee. The café also pro-
vides bountiful sandwiches; all served on a choice 
of On the Rise Bakery’s homemade artisan breads.
What started as a social enterprise in the kitchen of 
the Meldrum meal site is now a business that has 
served as a new-beginnings-launch-pad for over 
70 men returning to society after bouts in prison or 
halfway houses.

%URWKHU�5D\�6WDGPH\HU�H[SODLQV��´7KHUH�LV�D�UHDO�
need for men coming out of these situations to get 
their feet beneath them. It’s too easy to lapse back 
into old ways when there’s no job to be had or no 
place to live. The purpose of our 12 month bakery 
program is to introduce structure and purpose. For 
VRPH�RI�WKH�PHQ��WKLV�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�WKH\�KDYH�
experienced those crucial elements in their lives.”   
ZZZ�&6.'HWURLW�RUJ

The 2014-17 Provincial Council (L-R) Capuchin Friars Gary 

Wegner, Jerome Johnson, Steven Kropp, Michael Sullivan, 

Robert Roemer

Capuchin Jubilarians Honored
A favorite Province event is honoring our friars who 
are celebrating their jubilee year. This year we cel-
ebrated twelve jubilarians whose combined service 
WRWDOV�����\HDUV��0RVW�RI�WKLV�\HDU·V�MXELODULDQV�VHUYHG�
LQ�WKH�0LVVLRQ�ÀHOG��7KDQN�\RX�%URWKHUV�

&DSWLRQ��3LFWXUHG�ÀUVW�URZ��/�5��)ULDUV�.HYLQ�+HDJHUW\�����\HDUV���
%HUWLQ�6DPVD�������&DPSLRQ�%DHU�������6HFRQG�URZ��/�5��0LFKDHO�
*DIIQH\�������5REHUW�8GXOXWVFK������.HQDQ�6LHJHO�������7KLUG�URZ��
/�5��%ULDQ�%UDXQ�������-RKQ�)UDQFLV�6DPVD�����
Not pictured: 70 year jubilarians Capuchin Friars Rupert Dorn, 

5HJLQDOG�/DZUHQFH��$OH[LV�/X]L�DQG�3DVFKDO�6LOHU�����\HDUV�
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Capuchins’ Run Walk for the 
Hungry to German Fest Draws 
Nearly 3,000 Participants

Blessing of Cornerstone
St. Lawrence Seminary High 
School’s Renovated Dormitory 

It was a sea of blue T-shirts as nearly 3,000 joined 
the friars in Milwaukee, walking or running to 
help feed the hungry. “It was a gratifying expe-
ULHQFH�µ�5DFH�'LUHFWRU�%URWKHU�'DYH�6FKZDE�
H[SODLQV��´7KLV�ZDV�RXU�QLQWK�\HDU��2XU�ÀUVW�\HDU�
we had 300 participants. This year we had nearly 
3,000.  It’s a great community event for parishes, 
businesses, and organizations. We are grateful for 
all the support. No one should be hungry.” 

$OO�SURFHHGV�RI�WKH�HYHQW�EHQHÀW�0LOZDXNHH·V�&D-
SXFKLQ�PLQLVWULHV��6W��%HQ·V�&RPPXQLW\�0HDO�WKDW�VHUYHV�
hot, home-made meals to the homeless and chronically 
poor six days a week (prepared by various organizations 

and religious groups) and the House of Peace food 
pantry that aids Milwaukee’s working poor and chron-
ically poor. www.capuchinsrunwalkforthehungry.org

 
7KH�EOHVVLQJ�RI�6W��$QWKRQ\�+DOO·V�
cornerstone recently took place 
DW�6W��/DZUHQFH�6HPLQDU\�+LJK�
6FKRRO��7KH�GRUP�FDQ�QRZ�DF-
commodate approximately 140 
freshmen and sophomores and 
has new plumbing and bathrooms, 
electrical work, a new elevator, 
and an approximately 3000 square 
IRRW�DGGLWLRQ��6W��/DZUHQFH�6HPL-
QDU\�+LJK�6FKRRO�LV�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�
site of the Capuchin Province of 
6W��-RVHSK��0RXQW�&DOYDU\��:,��
ZZZ�6W/DZUHQFH�HGX

Led by St. Lawrence Seminary High School Rector, Fr. John Holly, and student altar 

servers, the St. Lawrence Seminary staff and students process to the main entrance of 

St. Anthony Hall to join in the blessing of the building’s cornerstone. 



Capuchin Province of St. Joseph 
Areas we serve

Solanus Casey Center Introduces 
Hall of Saints’ Videos

'HWURLW·V�6RODQXV�&DVH\�&HQWHU�LV�D�SRSXODU�SLOJULPDJH�
GHVWLQDWLRQ��GHYRWHG�WR�)DWKHU�6RODQXV·�KROLQHVV�DQG�
VSLULWXDOLW\��,W�LV�D�VDFUHG�VSDFH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�*RG·V�JUDFH��
$�SRSXODU�DUHD�ZLWKLQ�WKH�&HQWHU�LV�WKH�+DOO�RI�6DLQWV��
etched glass representations of those saints who were 
LPSRUWDQW�LQ�WKH�VSLULWXDO�OLIH�RI�)DWKHU�6RODQXV�&DVH\��
0LFKDHO�6KHUU\��D�6RODQXV�GHYRWHH��DVVLVWHG�WKH�&HQWHU�
in the creation of a video feature for each of our Hall 
RI�6DLQWV��:H�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�YLVLW�WKH�6RODQXV�&DVH\�
&HQWHU�ZHEVLWH��HQMR\�WKH�YLGHRV��DQG�UHÁHFW�KRZ�\RX�
can be inspired by these saints’ holy lives. 
ZZZ�6RODQXV&HQWHU�RUJ�DERXW�XV�KDOO�RI�VDLQWV

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

Milwaukee Now Offers 

Monthly Blessing of 

the Sick Services

6W��)UDQFLV�RI�$VVLVL�3DULVK��0LOZDXNHH��ZLOO�EH�
RIIHULQJ�D�PRQWKO\�%OHVVLQJ�RI�WKH�6LFN��FHOHEUDWHG�
IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�LQ�'HWURLW�LQ�FRPPHPRUDWLRQ�RI�
9HQHUDEOH�)U��6RODQXV�&DVH\��2)0�&DSXFKLQ�

9HQHUDEOH�)U��6RODQXV�&DVH\�ZDV�D�EHORYHG�&D-
puchin friar credited with miraculous cures and 
valued for his wise and compassionate counsel. He 
had strong Wisconsin roots having been born in 

3UHVFRWW��:,��DQG�RUGDLQHG�LQ�6W��)UDQFLV�RI�$VVLVL�
Church in 1904.

7KH�%OHVVLQJ�RI�WKH�6LFN�ZLOO�LQFRUSRUDWH�6FULSWXUH�
prayers of intercession and thanksgiving, and a 
blessing with a relic of the True Cross. This Bless-
ing has ancient roots in the Church, dating back to 
WKH��WK�FHQWXU\�DEERW��6DLQW�0DXUXV�

7KH�PRQWKO\�VHUYLFH�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�WKH�ÀUVW�)ULGD\�RI�
each month, 2:00 PM at the parish, 1927 N. Fourth 
6WUHHW��0LOZDXNHH��&RQIHVVLRQ�ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH�
beforehand at 1:30 PM.

´)U��6RODQXV�KDG�WZR�JUHDW�ORYHV�²�WKH�SRRU�DQG�WKH�
VLFN�µ�6W��)UDQFLV�RI�$VVLVL�3DVWRU��)DWKHU�0LNH�%HU-
WUDP��H[SODLQV��´7KH�%OHVVLQJ�RI�WKH�6LFN�DGGUHVVHV�
the widespread need for many kinds of healing in 
VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH·V�OLYHV���6W��)UDQFLV�&KXUFK�ZRXOG�
OLNH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�KHULWDJH�RI�)U��6RODQXV�ZKR�
RQFH�OLYHG�KHUH�E\�RIIHULQJ�WKLV�%OHVVLQJ�RI�WKH�6LFN�
WR�SHRSOH�RI�)U��6RODQXV·�KRPH�VWDWH��MXVW�DV�LW�LV�
ZLGHO\�FHOHEUDWHG�LQ�'HWURLW�µ


